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atillrell) , running into c lot of rattle snakes and oopper- 
fcsais the first da;.' in the Jungles. 

. here • r.g n fine outfit of Mg Missouri mules and_dreft 
horses to operate the plows a nd scrapers , xhie being before 
the days of steam shovls, and the najnl.v c ilore.d- 

ren recruited for the duration of the Job in «orth ^arblina 
1 *irgiriia. ’-ho -ere held in n sort or benevolent subjection 
until uch tine a it pleased the nana^cent to let them 
tattle wjth t-e nuarterneeter and return whence they care. 

. - i -. :r ., tr.e bos.es and ran;: of the laborers carried 
< -..*.11 ote- i hare always heard It said that r.en 'are often 
* * ’ • •**; r * 'u-t buried r:id no questions askti.J 

-*flt **•;* t ja: to icr no he is i **are he is the only 

* fe‘ r>-eren and boerea, and he la 

in ret I rerent o one t .-uo t • *. .*U of the othan 





nels angstrom died in 

dled la ^ ^ >»Z2 ITL^Tr'* 1 >nmey 

' n ly -° : J4Ue UOlden topped his ,-un on the ^ ^ 

Oklahoma end it went of-r * do ~’ n - ln 

l llled 1 * :illai hiln * “ita OMvin wee 

■•“led ln the mil PP i ne8 . * he8e nen are ^ 

Inhabitants h.t.aw., „ h0 „ 

t.^ie railroad. 


1116 editors te ^her. who was at that tine working on ‘ 
w ‘ e ^" l -£ 0r * a witness to the snake killing refer red to 
*’ *“ Ir- - ar l6. £nd dissected out one of the big ones for his 
museum of natural history!' m. it. P. 


from-Pocahontas limes, J‘et>. 8, 1940 

Dy nornan H. Price 
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XH3 RAILROAD 


Junnita 3. i)l llcy 
fscHhontne uour.ty 
^hnpter B section 2c 


III P0CAU0HTA3 COUNTY 


, 1B90 colonel John *. uoCre* of irefton 

in December, l 0yu » 

and purchesed the farm known as 
made a visit to this county an P 

. _ a This purchase of the town site 
uarlins nottom for 8 town si - 

, rtot the county people had of n 
was the first intimation that t 

„ ihe plan was that the oamden 

proposed railway development, ^he ptan 

HA extended up the williams Mver, 

System of railroads was -O 

, c./.vj'y creek, and to i'iarlintfi>n. 
across the divide at the hsad o- stony crao. 

It was s psrt of ths plan that the Chesapeake and Ohio 

railroad would huild an extension fro™ ths Hot Springs to 

Harlinton and connect with the Camden Send at that place. 

The town of liarlinton was laid off In town lots in 
16S1, and widely advertised as a place where a town could he 
hunt, the building of a railroad was regarded as a certsinty. 
The Pocahontas Developnent Company was chartered and took s 
deed for 640 acres on which the town was to he "built. 
n jey put valuable improvraents •on it. An offer of $5000 to 
be applied on a new court house was made, if the people of 
the county would change the county sent from Huntersville to 
uarllnton. ‘rhe election held in the fall of 1891 gave the 
county Boat to Marlinton, which at that tine had a population 
of one hundred people. 

ihe re* Iron! was not built at that time because of 
« panic *hloh ceno to tho county, uolonol llcCrow who had 

1 r.v*» ted l»rr«*ly tr. lands »»t uurbin and olrewhere in the 
ci'-r.t. r.t^r conrol to try to interest cap!tablets in this 
coiM; ••1 ' *> tr; to t«r*l >p «t with a railroad. 


^nt.u-al jrrr.de for e rnilrond 

nia attention w«e called to t « 

„ n survey male from honcevert 

up Greenbrier nlver. bo he h® 

t af - 10 000. end it wna on this location 

to Alarllnton at o co3t of Sio. 

that the railroad was afterwr.rde 

, trie ohesopeake and Ohio 

ibe Greenbrier division of the ones p 

v ia<J9 It ie a branch of the main line at 

-•tallway wd 6 begun in loJJ • 

4 ... extebds northward acrose this 

bhltcomb, ureonbrler oounty, on 

«... miloring the Greenbrier niver 
county into -ocahontas county, 

. at Vilnterburn Station* Thornwood 

to its northern terniuntion at 

«.» h th the Western uaryland nailray 

0. ) At Durbin it connects with tne 

U was completed to Merllnton In 1900. the errl.el or the 
first train to that pl«« In that sane year ™= made a public 
ceremony, home thousands gathered hare and barbecued beef and 
had a celehretl on. That night -hen they returned to noncerort 


they told that whan the train got to iinrllnton that the great 

itrtne ei 


crord gathered around the locomotive r.nd ihntrthe engineer 
requested them to glverhim room to turn around they clenrd 
a space of some acres. This of course was only e localised 
anecdote. 

* " The track was completed to cbsr in 1901, to Durbin 

in \jOZ % and to Wlnterburn in 1906, 'The completion of this 
ratlroed wirkod r ner era In the prospority of Jfocahontns 
w and ha continued to be ono of the most vnlunble 

icretc in the county. 

in reply to an Inquiry regarding its construction, 

• p»retI on. and track Bllage, the lata «• b. Wall, 
t. supplied the following einnnry; 



In 1905 from 


report "by the 


on the assessed valuation of ra 


the Greenbrier brahch o 


rain line at a veiue 
of main line of $220,500.50. Length of siding- 9.37 miles 
at a value of pi.650. per mile. Total of sidings $15,460.50. 
xotal vclue of tools and machinery,$440.00 


»alue of buildings and real estate $4,620.00 
telegraph Mne- o4 miles at a total value of $2,240.00 
Grand total of all tor.able property $320,514.00 












An fire years. 190C t 3 IvC; . ioc- 1 .' ''Ount; c v rnrcl 

fror bolji L r one it the few cutler In the ^tate r«th"«nt a 
railroci to the county havi the reetest ratlrori -‘lape In 
the wtete. a he count; her an to lorolop at '.we. tryn 1WO t# 

1910 Pocahontas hod an increase in population of "£> which 
largely iue to the construction of the railroad, -urher towns 
sprang up all cling the nuts and *ori'ig lays for the county 
began. Jiarllnton chanpcd from ? t own at 1T1 people to on* with 
1,04b by 1910 and to 1.117 In lv20. .he -rcsnbrl*. 'f the 

union xanning uonpan;; of *.w lork was built at aarllnton In lvOl. 
and employed around 160 men. Ahe focohontaa Tannery at rrank 
».-68 built soon after the completion of tho railroad to that pl.ee 
The farmers nor had n ray to get their cnfle, sheep, poultry 
and other farm products to market without drivi.g the ovo.-land 
to another slate, it rr.s no longer net 3?nry to g * to lilllboro 
and other railroad centers out of the county mid h»-ul lit goods 
by wagon train. Since there were four passenger trains per dry 
up &nd dora the Greenbrier hirer much of the travel to and from 
tlarlinton the county seat uni other points on t ; e railroad vas 
by train until the coning oi the autonobile and f ood ror.de made 
it more conv Jiient to travel by automobile. 

At the present there is the one pass-ngerf up from 
noncevert in t~e forenoon and hack down in the afternoon, it 
har a gasoline engine instead of steam, xhe freight goes up 
one day an I back down t e next. 


The stations and poetorfice6 are an follows: 

Entering Pocahontas on uroip fountain 34.8 miles . r on noncebert 

the first stop is 

heard--------... 


■ 41.3 ml lee from .‘loncovert 
48.6" " *» 




deebort 






*1 


50.‘j r.ilce frac ---oncevert 

suuke^e- 5t>.0 - " - 

-arlinton-- s8.9 - « •* 

clover Lick-73.9 " " ■» 

3i tlingt on-79.7 " " " 

Cass-83.5 " " 

ttostennan-90.9 n " 

Boyer (Nottingham -.0.) 

Durbin-98.4 

Bartow-100.9 *' " " 

Winterburnt Thornwood i*. 0.) 103.7 miles from noncevort 
Other post offices in tho county but siturted on strr or 
rurel free delivery routes are: 


Boyer, 

nurr, 

lidray. 

»f38t, 

i»reen aa-Jc, 

Hillsboro, 

Jacoy, 

nunte 'sville, 

Linwood, 

Lobelia, 

W)ce, 

Mill i?oint. 

Onoto, 

Woodrow. 

slaty rork. 

spice, 

ilinnehaha Sprinfs 
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Jmnltf. a. Dilley 
i’ocnhontoo ~ou»tr 
April la. 1941 * 

chapter Beectlon r.o 

nailronda 

uootorn Maryland nailrond--spruce Branch 
ihie branch of the 'ailroad '-(8 l>uilt by the lireenbricr, 

'-boat and alk tr.ilroad company in 1911. iheir certificate of 
■incorporation R8 found in neei nook 46 page 288 le as follows. 

September 27, 1910. xhe railroad which f is co-porntion 
proposes to build will connenoe at or near nenis in Randolph *■» 
county on the Sh> vers r ork of cheat river t' ence by the most 
p~acti cable route b way of the valley of shavers *ork of cheat 
river into ^o.ahontas county to the m tors of nig opring nrrnch 
of ala rive * and by nay of the valley of ^lk to sore point near 
"ebster springs in «>ebster county; with a "branch up t v e Old Meld 
rork of alk river to some point on the liarlinton and ci nden 
aailro- 1 in Pocahontas; with a branch line f r ->v. that point at 
or near the .mouth of sir ty r ork and up slaty rork creek to a 
point on the c and 0 Railroad at clover Me);; and with a branch 
line froa e oce point at or noar the nouth of talley rork of 
... * lr *r in raniolph county, xho pri::eipnl business ofiice to 

*t 


i « capital stock a afcO.OOO divided Into nharea of flOO. 

• *th. ihe shareholders ««*«; 


§.4. sia;w«ker-Ms* fork city---10 shares 


—nr? L. Con lit— 

* o*tn v, - • - - • 

— W •• Urcins 

•. ««u«. 


sew lo.-k city 
torn city 
*«• lord city' 


10 ehsras 
10 shnras 
10 ahsrsa 


10 sbaras 












VUSTC'ffl MARYLAND RAILROAD in POCAHOIJTAS 
Durhin branch 

* " xho Durbin branch of the “estern Maryland Railway 

oxtende from Elkins in Randolph bounty, to Durbin and there 
connects with the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad-creenbrier Division 
According to J. V/. broone, Superintended, this branch rae 
completed by the coal and iron Railway company on August 1, 

1903, and was purchased by the present owners on November 1, 

1905. In Pocahontas bounty there are 17. b2 miles of main track 
with 2.01 miles of sidings." 

spruce Branch 

* ’’ During 1928 the Western Maryland .nailway company 

purchased that portion oi th-- ^reenbrier, cheat and dlk 
railroad beginning at wheat Junction In Rendolph county, and 
extending south along shavers r ork to Spruce, where it turns 
west, crossing through tne mountain^ passes bet” , e'-n the head- 
rstere ox Tygart, cheat and ilk .nivers, and then down nig Spring 
fork of ilk niver to thetyillege of slaty Pork. From this 
point it extends northwestward down main ilk River, pnd r * 
passes into Randolph county at the mouth of nouglas rork. 

*hla railroad is entlroly of standard gauge, tr.e principal 
fixation of which In provious years was n log carrier for 

at /lrginle Pulp and Paper company, rhis railroad rill 
* r h general freight and pa at* o nger service In th*s 

: rr: : . »hich elso includes oxionelvo coal iepoaits of 

‘ • «**ter, eiuthern Randolph ani northwoatem Pocahontas 

wr- tles." • *eologioal curvay- ?aul 





-tb : . ch 

i*hen the ^oal t»nd iron -•railroad reached what is nor 
^st Durbin and the uhesapeske and Ohio ’-hat is now DurMn. 
b oth ha3 their survey through what ir celled the Barrows 
tust above uurMn. fioth reals were envious to la;.* steel thro\^*h 
the e r P* but the p * nl 0 rushed a crew in one op.turday night 
in October 1^02. Sunday saw intense activities • nd when ev#j.'hg 
ceils a flrt cer loaded rit . ties stool at the end ot the steel. 
That is -'-here the switch is located foing into V e Pocahontas 
Tanning company siding at rrank. so the v> and 0 got ahead of 
the cool and Inn. They leter extended their line to Klnterburn 
noth'- companies had boen .melon, to build Into thin eeatlon 


so as to open up the vast timber sections. 

•ihe Durbin branch of tho neetern Maryland .-tallr-md of 
17.62 dies extending from nurbln to the dim. into ‘nmdolph 
county extended through one of f.e richest timber n.ctlone of 
the county, busbar comper.lee cane Into this eectlon ae ... a. 
the railroed wee completed end the lumber t «me of nlldell. 
certrude. Hay. Brauoher. Hale line. Olive and turner sprang up 
end flourished for about fifteen years. The land rone in value 
until it wae worth something like u6.000.000 for the timber 
el'.ne. end now that the timber hr.e been cut it ia held at some¬ 
thing like U5.00 an acre for grazing. The -onl ani iron, what 
a vision of wealth and prosperity that name once conjured. But 
now the lanl hr.a boon tripp'd of ts timber ani the region 
now looks atern ani wild an! naked, at least sevon post offices 
end*all of the churches were discontinued 
ani onl; one echiol, the Mldoll school, '”«8 retnlned. 
m$i\ of 1» nd 1 b now n purt the lionongahe^fl »Pfttlon*l 


t oreat 




oed- -Pocahontas County 

• • ^ 

°6rtain portions f 

^heat and fh, ° A ' ras formerly the ureenbrler, 

Railroad was . 

purchaao , 1 includod the nestorn Maryland 

l; 8,14 “* - ~ 8a ^ th. "est V lrglnl a «, an* 

-raper oompan'". xhi 

^ ‘ 8 n °ludes a branch from Slaty Pork extending 

et-ste^n side of Pauley Mountain and entering 
i h county near the northern prong of big nun, and another 
..ch from spruce southeastward across Back allegheney 
-u.itnin, through a mountain pass 3,940 feet above sea level, 
down Leatherbsrk nun, to oass where it connects with the 
Ohesapeeke end Ohio Railway. According to Charles Vf. Luke, 
Manager of the conpan poerations at cass, the branch extending 
from slaty r ork to nandolph county on mauley Mountain will 
be taken up after the timber nat been removed iron thet area, 
but the branch connecting the Chesapeake and Ohio at cass 
with tne -.estem -aryland at Spruce will in the future be 
operated by the Lumber company as a private railroad.” 

From -nest Va. «eologiual survey-F*Frice 

19 29 




